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The introduction of printing press in the state in or about 1810 helped to bring knowledge
to the door-steps of the ordinary readers, As a result, educational activity in Andhra as well as
in the rest of India, was influenced by European literatures, modern sciences and democratic
ideas that sprung from the knowledge. This knowledge brought out many revolutionary changes
in the religious and cultural fields.
This contact with European thought enabled many Hindu leaders to reinterpret Hinduism
to strengthen it to withstand the threat from the proselytisation carried on by the Christian
missionaries. The reaction to it resulted in the founding of the Brahma Samaj and the Arya
Samaj. At the same time, Europeans such as Anne Besant, captivated by the merits of the
ancient Hindu and Buddhist thoughts, founded the Theosophical Society, All these gained
some following in Andhra, especially among the educated classes.
Teiugu literature also underwent a seachange under the Influence of the English writings.
The credit for pioneering such a change goes to Kandukuri Veeresalingam Pantulu. He
was also responsible for bringing in many social reforms, the main thrust of which was the
upliftment of the women's status.
All these revolutinary changes in social and cultural fields found, their expression in the
urge for freedom among people.
POST-INDEPENDENCE ERA
(1947-1990)
When India attained freedom on the 15th of August, 1847, Andhras hoped that their
long-cherished desire to have a separate province of their own would be realised soon. Their
optimism was based on the general election manifesto (1946) of the Indian National Congress
which promised to redraw the map of India based on the language of the people of the
region concerned, Leaders of Andhra renewed their efforts for the formation of separate
Andhra Province and requested Vailabhbhai Ratal, the Deputy Prime Minister of India, to create
the province before the new constitution of the country was drafted. Prime Minister Nehru
announced on the 27th of November, 1947, that his government accepted the principle of
creating provinces on the basis of language. This led to a speculation that Andhra Province
would be created by April 1948 under section 290 of the Government of India Act of 1935
as adapted by the Indian Provisional Constitutional Order dated the 14th of August, 1947.
As a matter of fact, Andhra was mentioned as one of the Governor's provinces in the
first schedule of the Draft Const!- tution.
if Andhra or any other region was to be mentioned in the schedule, steps would have to
be taken immediately to make it a separate Governor's province before the draft constitution
was finally passed.